
Otto Vendell
December 10, 1925 - October 26, 2015

Otto Vendell, age 89, of Alexandria, died Monday, October 26, 2015. A funeral
service will be held at 11 AM Friday, October 30, 2015 at First Lutheran
Church in Alexandria. Visitation will be from 5 to 8 PM Thursday at the
Anderson Funeral Home and also one hour prior to the service at church. 

 

OBITUARY 
 Otto Vendell was born December 10, 1925 in Douglas County, the son of

Frank and Rose (Donner) Vendel. He was baptized at First Lutheran Church
on December 17, 1949. Otto went to school in Alexandria until he was 17,
then he enlisted in the US Navy in 1943 serving at the naval base in Farragut,
Idaho. Otto became ill with Rheumatic fever and spent 3 months in the
hospital in Idaho. He then rode the “Rheumatic fever train” with other patients
to Oceanside, CA where he spent 7 more months in the hospital rehabilitating.
Otto then went to Hawaii on the Landing Craft Infantry where he volunteered
for signal man school. After WWII, Otto was assigned to a ship taking
Japanese soldiers from Korea back to Japan. 

He returned to Alexandria after being discharged in 1946. Otto went into the
construction business working for Drussell Construction of Alexandria, the
Noyes Construction Co. of Fergus Falls, and later formed a partnership with
Milton Rice of Nelson. Later, he went into the hardwood floor refinishing
business. Otto’s wood refinishing handwork can be seen in many area homes



and at the Douglas County Historical Society, the school house at the Douglas
County fairgrounds, the Historical Society in Evansville and the stairs and
balcony in First Lutheran Church. His retirement dream was to work with
Habitat for Humanity, but a stroke left him unable to do so. 

Otto married the love of his life Luella Olson on August 1, 1954. Otto built their
home on Quincy Street where they still resided. 

Otto loved watching sports especially golf, Minnesota Twins, and the
Minnesota Vikings. He loved doing jigsaw puzzles, Sudoku, and Cryptoquip’s. 

Otto was a quiet, loving man who loved God and his family. He was a lifelong
member at First Lutheran Church where he served as secretary, treasurer, an
usher and a greeter. 

 

Otto died on Monday, October 26, 2015 at the Douglas County Hospital in
Alexandria at the age of 89. He is survived by his wife, Luella (Olson) of 61
years; daughters, Cheryl Johnson of Hatton, ND, Diane (John) Fearnyhough
of Hatton, ND; son, Mark (Cindie) Vendell of Marana, AZ; grandchildren,
Stacey (John) Jacobson, Jeremy Paulson, Patrick Johnson, Lindsey (Jon)
Bommersbach, Dominic Vendell, Kyle (Angela) Paulson, and Casey Paulson;
great-grandchildren, Sydney, Chance and Zane Jacobson, Rylee Paulson and
Ava Bommersbach; sisters, Mickey Sievert and Alice Wieman; sisters-in-law,
Mayme Olson, Bonnie Vendel, and brother-in-law, Vernon Olson; many nieces
and nephews and friends. Otto was preceded in death by his parents, father
and mother-in-law, infant twin sons, James and Jerome; brother, Bob; several
brothers-in-law and one sister-in-law. 

 

A funeral service was held on Friday, October 30, 2015 at First Lutheran
Church in Alexandria with Reverend Greg Billberg officiating. Interment was at
Evergreen Cemetery in Alexandria. Military Honors were provided by the



Alexandria American Legion Post 87, VFW Post 936, and VVA Chapter 235
and the Minnesota National Honor Guard.



Cemetery Details

Evergreen Cemetery

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 29. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Anderson Funeral Home
659 Voyager
Alexandria, MN 56308
http://andersonfuneral.net

Visitation

OCT 30. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

First Lutheran Church
822 Douglas Street
Alexandria, MN 56308

Funeral Service

OCT 30. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Lutheran Church
822 Douglas Street
Alexandria, MN 56308

http://andersonfuneral.net/
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Bob Kleven - October 29, 2015 at 11:01 AM

The Best neighbor ever! 
 My Sympathy goes out to Otto's family. 

  
Bob Kleven 

 Alexandria Mn.

Judie Nagle - October 29, 2015 at 09:44 AM

Dear Luella and family. I was so sorry to hear about the loss of your
beloved husand, Otto. Please know you are all in my thoughts and
prayers.

October 28, 2015 at 10:24 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Otto Vendell.

October 28, 2015 at 08:36 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Otto Vendell.

http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Gary Severson - October 28, 2015 at 08:08 AM

Love and prayers to the family. Yes, it is so hard to loose a loved
one. Will always remember those good times we all had when we
got together. Eating lots of good food. Those hot dish's that the
Olson's and Severson's made. They will carry on just like Otto's
Memory for us all. He was a great person and blessing's to all of
you. 

 From Gary and Shirley

sheri hallgren - October 27, 2015 at 08:27 PM

Blessings to entire family. Bless Ottos
memory.

Joanne Johnson - October 27, 2015 at 04:37 PM

Otto was a treasure...always friendly and encouraging..May he rest
in peace..He is still alive in his spirit, watches over you...we just
can't see him..he has moved to new living quarters... the best to be
with His Savior, Jesus Christ. love and prayers to family, Joanne
Johnson

Doug & Mary Mahan & Family - October 27, 2015 at 03:39 PM

Doug & Mary Mahan & Family purchased the He
alth Nut Basket for the family of Otto Vendell.

http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4360&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4360&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4360&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Wendy Rowe - October 27, 2015 at 12:07 PM

I remember Holidays at Aunt Millies apartment when Otto and the
guys would sit in the corner next to the bathroom and play Cards.
Always a good time with food and laughter! Love and Prayers to the
whole Vendell Family Wendy and Gary Rowe

Wendy Rowe - October 27, 2015 at 12:01 PM

Wendy Rowe lit a candle in memory of Otto
Vendell

October 27, 2015 at 10:23 AM

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the
family of Otto Vendell.

Annalisa Panizzon - October 26, 2015 at 04:42 PM

I have the good fortune of knowing Otto in my
life. He was a wonderful man, caring, kind,
honest, with wisdom and heart. He will be
missed. My warmest regards,

  
Annalisa Panizzon

http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://andersonfuneral.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


P.

P.M. - October 26, 2015 at 04:41 PM

Fair Winds and Following Seas Shipmate, Stand Down We Have
the Watch.


